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                                                                               August 2004

Presidents Message







The Morning Call called it Weekend in West Park, and what a wonderful weekend it was. 

The 30th Art in The Park was truly memorable. The weather was perfect for browsing along West Park paths visiting the exhibits of the artists. The artists were pleased with the day and hopefully many will return in the future. The Allentown Band concert drew a large audience as did the Repertory Dance Theatre, and General Trexler, as portrayed by George Miller, spent the day in the park he was instrumental in founding. On behalf of WPCA we extend our congratulations to Peg and Rob Egolf for chairing such a successful show with many thanks to all the volunteers. 

The House Tour was a resounding success. The houses on the tour were shining examples of the best in our area. Many thanks to the homeowners, who opened their doors to the public, and to Tom Yuracka and his committee of volunteers who made the event a success. 

[image: image1.wmf]Having these two programs on the same weekend created a lot of work for our volunteers, but we heard comments that it was a positive experience. Should we consider planning it as a Weekend in West Park again? Please let me know what you think by email ibalog@parentenet.com or by phone 610-434-3995. 
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WELCOME/MEMBERSHIP 

Is there a new neighbor in your block? Please let Ibi Balog 610-434-3995 know so we can welcome them and invite them to join West Park Civic Association. 

 DUES 

WPCA dues are for the calendar year. If you have not yet paid for 2004 it is not too late. 
The amount is $10.00 per household, $5.00 for senior or single. Please send your dues payment with your name, address, email and what your interests are to: Nancy Jensen 1642 Turner Street, Allentown PA 18102.
Ibi Balog
West Park Weekend Brings New Members [image: image5.png]




Art in the Park and the House Tour, which formed "West Park Weekend" in June, brought in an unusually large number of new members for the WPCA within a short period of time.  Not all were from the immediate area, which illustrates how well our neighborhood is thought of throughout the city.  
 

One new member included the following note with her application and agreed to allow me to share it with you.

 

"Thank you for a delightful day in my neighborhood.  I enjoyed touring all of the homes and meeting my neighbors.   I especially enjoyed meeting the man standing behind me, as I entered the exquisite Firehouse. We toured the rest of the homes together and finished the night off with his house tour, a swim and a bison/asparagus/tomato/strawberry/raspberry meal.

I suppose I have you to thank for that too.

Here are my membership dues.  Since I moved to the third floor front apartment in April, my life has been nothing short of wonderful.

What magic there is in the Historic District!

What celebration in the West Park!

Congratulations Civic Association!

I am proud to join up!"

 

J.K.

 

Sometimes it takes fresh eyes to remind us of what we take for granted every day in our neighborhood.  Appreciate the beauty of the park, say hi to your neighbor, keep your porch lights on, keep the front of your house clean, take a walk in the park and around the neighborhood, and enjoy the magic!

 

                          Nancy Jensen, Membership
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June’s Historic Committee Meeting

The Historic Committee had its second meeting on June 16th. Jim Villaume, Executive Director of the Old Allentown Preservation Society, joined us. 

Our meeting was an informative one, with members sharing ideas and information on grants, targeting specific blocks for clean up and items to include on our website. 

The group was also given the names of contacts within the City of Allentown for future assistance with available financing and grant writing. 

We are currently looking for volunteers to do deed research on our area’s homes. Specifically, we are looking for homes that will be 100 years old this year. If you are interested in helping out, please call Jenny Brantley at 437-2696, or email her at Jennifer_Brantley@excite.com. 

The next Historic Committee Meeting will be Wednesday, August 18th at 7pm
                                          Jenny Brantley
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                      New OAPA Lecture Series
Jim Villaume, the Executive Director of the Old Allentown Preservation Association.  wants to let you know of a new lecture series that the OAPA is kicking off on Sunday, August 15th. 

The first talk on the 15th given by Jim is entitled "The Gas Light Era and Its Importance to the Socialization and Industrialization of America."
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They are hoping to make this a regular, quarterly event -- and it's open to anyone who has an interest in attending.

  

The event will start at 6:30 with an ice cream social and the talk will begin at 7:00.  It will be held at St. Michael's Evangelical Lutheran Church at the corner of 9th and Turner Streets. WPCA Members who are interested in being speakers for future lectures can contact Jenny Brantley as well at 437-2696, or email her at Jennifer_Brantley@excite.com
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                              Minutes of June 1st, 2004 Meeting

10 board members were in attendance. Total attendance 13 people

Minutes

West Park Secretary Scott Armstrong read the minutes of the May meeting

Treasurer's Report

Jodi Smith read the Treasurers report

Website Report

Nancy Jensen is working with Vic Maziotti on posting newsletters to website. Discussion was held whether WPCA should sign up with a vendor to be able to take credit card payments over the website. Subject was tabled for further investigation.

Presidents Council Report

A successful Police Appreciation event was held on May 12. The support of a contribution from 

WPCA was acknowledged and Kim Beitler thanked all supporters.

Community Police Report

 Captain Dean Schwartz reported on local activity. There were no major incidents to report. Scott thanked Capt. Schwartz for his concern for the park. Scott mentioned that Capt. Schwartz was in the park from time to time to observe and enforce park regulations.

[image: image7.wmf]Urban Beautification/Clean and Green

Mary Esther gave a report on the administration sponsored park development meeting. Mary Esther was able to communicate to the consultants our concerns and ideas for West Park. Scott reported that the litter pickups were continuing and that the neighborhood was in general litter free. An additional effort was made to insure the Showcase House area was kept litter free for the duration of the tours.

Program

No report.

Newsletter

Ibi reported that there would be no newsletter for July, but requested stories and articles for future editions. Input is always welcome from both the board and general membership.

Membership

Nancy reported a few new memberships; she was making arrangements to have a person at the Art In The Park to take new and renewal memberships.

Sunshine

[image: image8.wmf]It was noted that West Park Resident Louise Scheirer had passed away. All were saddened by the news.

Art In The Park

Peg and Rob reported that everything was coming into place for these years Art In The Park event, gate sitters, screen carriers and other volunteers were possibly still needed. Violet said she would continue to contact people to make sure the entrances were covered.

This month's newsletter production was provided by
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Accountants & Consultants 

1427 Chew Street 

Allentown, PA 18102P

Phone: 610.433.3220 

Fax: 610.435.3311     

             www.parentenet.com
House Tour 

Tom reported that the house tour was ready to go, tickets had been printed and some were in the advanced ticket locations
Code and Zoning 

Scott reported on the proposed Atiyeh townhouse developments and their possible detrimental effect on the city school system.1502 Chew St. was on a future zoning agenda and would be looked into. The code report was one of watchful waiting. It was too early to judge what results we would get from this years list of violations. West Park was due to be "Rental Inspected" but no activity along those lines was noted.

Historic

Bill and Jennifer Brantley gave their first report as Historic Committee leaders. They held a meeting and some groundwork was laid on priorities. A follow up meeting was scheduled and two people from Old Allentown are scheduled to attend. It was decided that the committee would meet on the third Wednesday of each month.

Old Business

No old business

New Business

Michael Schware gave a report that detailed the growing concern regarding the proposed demolition of homes on the unit block of south 17th for the creation of a parking lot for Saint Luke's Hospital. He reported that a meeting had been held with hospital officials but the end result was less than satisfactory. The hospital was vague about its plans. The community group that Mike was speaking for was looking at several options to stop the expansion and demolition.
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UPCOMING EVENTS



Wednesday, August 18, West Park Historic Committee 7:00 pm




Sunday, August 15 OAPA Lecture 6:30 PM

        Tuesday, September 7, WPCA Board Meeting, Church of the Mediator, 7:00 pm





If your committee has a meeting or an event to announce in the Calendar, e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:dianabalotfrank@yahoo.com" ��dianabalotfrank@yahoo.com� or drop off at 24 N 16th St.
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