West Park Civic Association News: Spring 2011  

Remembrance of Things Past . . . . .
House Tour
This past December, the West Park Civic Association opened the holiday season at the same time it brought another successful year to a close, with our annual house tour.  The tour was moved to December to offer the beautiful homes of the West Park area decorated in all their finery for the holiday season.  A brisk sunny day brought out friends, supporters, and the curious to explore our neighborhoods, the architecture, and personalized interior decorating.   The event was kicked off with a pre-tour party at Pat and John Ziegler’s home the night before for all the volunteers that helped to make the event a great success.  Attendees had an opportunity to enjoy Pat and John’s hospitality in their lovely home on 15th Street.  A special thanks is in order for Tom Yuracka and all his hard work organizing the house tour and leading his small but tireless committee to this great success.  More appreciation and recognition is in order for Pat and John for hosting the pre-tour party and for all the volunteers that chipped in as house sitters and covered other duties and responsibilities the day of the tour.  We look forward to future tours and the opportunities they give us to showcase the wonderful homes in our neighborhoods, and to come together as neighbors and fellow West Park Civic Association members.  If you are interested in offering your home for future tours or to serve as a volunteer on the committee, please contact Tom Yuracka at 610-737-7132 or visit our website at www.westpark-ca.org .   --Glenn Neiman
                                                     
WPCA’s Annual Tree Lighting Event
Our annual tree lighting ceremony drew a large crowd of 75+. We were extremely fortunate to have a beautiful tree donated by Bill and Cookie Wallitsch and were delighted that they could attend. Also, we want to thank Girl Scout Troop Juniors 6340 and Cub Pack 114 for making edible tree ornaments and helping everyone decorate the tree. There were many happy birds and squirrels in West Park!!   --Peggy Egolf 

Indoor Caroling
On Wednesday, December 22, Linda Adams Bartholomew hosted the First Annual Indoor Caroling and Cookie Exchange.  About forty neighbors and friends gathered in Linda’s beautifully decorated home.  The caroling was well organized, including handouts of printed text and music for the carols.  Linda graciously provided musical accompaniment on the piano.  After half the carols were sung, the group gathered in the dining room to sample the cookies brought by attendees and soft drinks provided by Linda.  Following the socializing, the singing resumed.  At the end of the evening, attendees were encouraged to take cookie samples home, concluding the cookie exchange.  The event was truly in the holiday spirit with friends and neighbors and a wonderful way to celebrate the season.

We sincerely thank Linda for organizing and hosting this delightful event and hope it can be repeated in the future.  Thanks to the neighbors and friends who joined in the caroling and contributed to the cookie exchange.  --Ibi Balog

Tree Planting
October 23, 2010 was Tree Planting Day in the West Park neighborhood.  Coordinated by the Allentown Shade Tree Committee and assisted by the Allentown Parks Department staff, about a dozen West Park volunteers and two William Allen High School students, Sylwia Gielarowiec and Cody Fatzinger, contacted through Friends of the Allentown Parks, planted 12 trees on West, Linden, 16th and 17th Streets.  

The sunny but chilly morning got off to an early start at 8 am. Parks Department staff dug holes with a backhoe and moved the large balled trees to the designated spots.  The City Arborist provided a lesson on how to place the tree roots correctly and how to cover them at the proper depth to ensure that the trees grow healthy and strong.  Volunteers took turns and worked diligently to complete the tasks.  The final step was mulching the tree wells. Hospitality in the form of hot coffee and snacks was provided by West Park Civic Association on a rolling cart that followed the group as it moved from block to block.

Additionally, earlier that week Allentown City employees planted trees in the 1500 and 1600 block of Turner Street.  A total of 30 street trees were planted in October 2010 in the West Park area.  We look forward to the improved streetscapes with the variety of oak and maple trees planted.  --Ibi Balog


Community Concerns . . . .

New Captain!
At our March meeting, we met with police officer Keith Morris, the newly appointed captain for the West End of Allentown.  Capt. Morris is a 15 year veteran of Allentown’s police department.  He has a wide range of experience, including center city patrol, tactical squad, vice and intelligence, and has served in a supervisory role in youth division and schools. He has a special interest in improving conditions at William Allen High and reported on some of the progress already being made in the traffic patterns, staggered dismissal times with nearby middle schools, and busing being provided for some of the students.   Any problems with Allen High students should be brought to the attention of the city’s youth division at 610 437-7741.  He also gave us the good news that West End crime is down 23% since last year. 

West Watch Alert
On the subject of crime, there is news from the West Watch of the following situation:
“First, there has been a rash of copper downspout robberies.  A silver KIA Spectra has been linked to these thefts.  This vehicle is a car, not an SUV, truck or other vehicle you would think they would need.  If you live in an area where there are copper downspouts and you see a silver KIA Spectra in the area, call the police at  610-437-7751.
“Second is tire thefts.  There is a theft ring stealing wheels off cars.  They are putting the cars on blocks and stealing all four wheels.  The most common vehicle targeted are Hondas, however, they are stealing wheels off other vehicles as well.  It appears the people stealing the wheels are using a van.  These people are pros and can remove wheels in a matter of minutes.  Again, if you see an unfamiliar van hanging around your area at night, call the police at 610-437-7751.
The two best crime deterrents are locks and lights.  For both of these crimes, lights help.  Make sure the outside of your house is well lit.  Motion detector lights are ideal.  If you can’t lock your car in a garage, make sure you park it in a well lit area. 
“Again, if you see vehicles in your neighborhood that look out of place, or seem suspicious, call the police at 610-437-7751.  Trust me, the police would rather check out a possible crime than an actual one.”  --The West Watch email


 ***********************************************************************************************

Community Health Watch . . . .

Tai Chi classes are being offered in our area.  Tai Chi is a 12th century Chinese tradition devoted to health and enlightenment, enhancing and supporting all systems of the body and mind.  This is done through meditation, flowing movements, and breathing. It is suitable for all ages and all levels of health. 
Location: School of Nursing, 17th and Chew Streets
Days/times: Tai Chi workshop, 1st Sunday of each month, 1-3PM
                     Classes: Tuesdays 10-11AM and 6-7PM, Wednesdays 7-8PM, Fridays 7-8PM, and Sundays 8:30-9:30AM
Cost: $150 for the workshop and 25 complimentary classes, or become a member of the Community Exchange. 
Contact: Instructor Michael Angelone 610 468 1877/angel-1111@msn.com

***********************************************************************************************
 
Art-in-the-Park 

Saturday June 18th
Enjoy original works by over 85 artists in the serene setting of West Park at our 37th annual Art-in-the-Park, Saturday, June 18th  10AM-5PM FREE! (rain date: Saturday, June 25th).  Also enjoy a performance by Repertory Dance Theatre at 11:30AM and a concert by the Allentown Band at 1:30PM. The art show always needs help on the day of the show. If you are able to help, please call Peggy at 610-434-0657. 






West Park Civic Association Spring/Summer Events

Saturday, April 9th.  Visit the West Park Civic Association’s table display at the History Expo 10AM-4PM at the Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum, 432 W. Walnut St., Allentown. FREE! Also: tour the museum, attend free programs on genealogy, grant-writing and fund raising tips, building membership, and old time crafts, toys and games. Free hot dog and drink for children.

Saturday, April 23rd.  West Park Civic Association’s Annual Earth Day Clean-up, 9AM-11AM.  Help clean up our West Park neighborhood on this annual Earth Day Weekend event. Meet at the West Park bandshell to receive clean-up supplies (bags, gloves). FREE!

Friday, May 6th.  Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony at America on Wheels, 5 N. Front St., Allentown, 5PM-?  West Park Civic Association presents its annual Historic Preservation Award. Enjoy food catered at the new Hub Café. Purchase a unique treasure at the annual Silent Auction!
Cost: $12 (in advance)      $15 (day of event)  Watch for more information!!!

Saturday, June 18th. Art-in-the-Park, 10AM-5PM  (rain date: June 25th)
Enjoy original works by over 85 artists in the serene setting of West Park. Also enjoy a performance by the Repertory Dance Theatre at 11:30 AM and a concert by the Allentown Band at 1:30PM. FREE!!

Saturday, August 20th. Dinner and a Movie, 6:30PM dinner, movie at dusk.  Enjoy dinner in West Park and a concert by the Pioneer Band (raindate: August 21st  band concert by Allentown Band).
This year’s movie is Momma Mia! Caterer to be announced. Reservations for dinner are required. Watch for more information.

For more information on these events, please call 610-434-0657.

************************************************************************************************

Please visit our website www.westpark-ca.org for pictures of past events and other information about our organization. 

************************************************************************************************

“Cities have always been the fireplaces of civilization, whence light and heat radiated out into the dark.”
Theodore Parker







If you are currently receiving WPCA notifications via email, and your email address has recently changed, or you would like to be added to the list, please send your correct email address to Nancy Jensen at nsjensen@rcn.com.  Thank you.
NUMBERS TO KNOW
	POLICE – FIRE – AMBULANCE
	        911

	POLICE – NON – EMERGENCY
	610-437-7751

	PARKING AUTHORITY
	610-437-7751

	ZONING OFFICE
	610-437-7630

	FIRE CODE VIOLATIONS
	610-437-7758

	RECYCLING / GRAFFITI REMOVAL
	610-437-8729

	MAYOR PAWLOWSKI
	610-437-7546

	HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
	610-437-7613

	SNOW CONTROL – STREETS
	610-437-7669

	ANIMAL CONTROL
	610-437-7535



2011 West Park Civic Association Contact Information      
	POSITION
	NAME
	PHONE
	EMAIL

	President
	Glenn Neiman
	610 428 7736
	gneimanwpca@yahoo.com

	Vice President
	Ibi Balog
	610 434 3995
	ibalog@verizon.net

	Secretary
	Scott Armstrong
	610 433 5957
	scottwpca@yahoo.com

	Treasurer
	Jeff Wetherhold
	610 432 1389
	

	Membership
	Nancy Jensen
	610 432 3834
	nsjensen@rcn.com

	Clean & Green
	Harry Crapser
	610 434 3995
	

	Art-in-the-Park
	Rob & Peggy Egolf
	610 434 0657
	peggy.egolf@verizon.net
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