West Park Civic Association
Minutes

December 6, 2011

In attendance:  Glenn Neiman, Deb Feden, John Sharpe Tom Yuracka, Pat Ziegler, Rob Egolf, Peggy Egolf, Marvin Wheeler, Merrily Starkey, Captain Keith Morris, Linda Adams Bartholomew, Nancy Jensen, Ibi Balog, Harry Crapser, Althea Yuracka, Patricia Nicholson, and Scott Armstrong

Glenn Neiman called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

Captain Keith Morris reported that copper thefts in the West End are continuing; asked members to look for a black/blue pick up truck with a loud muffler and report to the non-emergency number if seen.  A member added that he had seen two men (one with clippers) pushing a shopping cart in the vicinity of such a pick up truck.
Captain Morris advised members to be aware of holiday scams, especially by email.

Members reported to Captain Morris suspicious transactions in the 200 block of Baxter Street; graffiti next to the Church near Baxter and Russel; and a garage in the state of collapse next to Zimmermans as a safety hazard.  The graffiti and garage were also noted in the Mayor’s walk on October 3rd.  Captain Morris will report the graffiti and garage to George Middlecamp and Tom Harper.

Marvin Wheeler conveyed HARP’s intention to update design concepts, colors, etc. from its original plan dated 1984, to include new materials that have been introduced.  HARP would like to include one representative from each Historic District and will present this reconstruction proposal to City Council on January 24, 2012.
Ibi Balog presented a flyer from the City of Allentown for its Snow Way Out Program Flow (610) 437-7688 promoting applications from Seniors and Volunteers to assist applicants with snow shoveling services.  Ibi also reported completion of a grant application to the Trexler Trust for a $30,000 grant for façade improvements over three years for six properties.

Nancy Jensen reported the web site is up to date.

There was no treasurer’s report.

Deb Feden’s deadline for the newsletter will be Friday, December 9th, which will include a notice for Linda Adams Bartholomew’s 2nd Annual Indoor Caroling event at her home on Wednesday, December 21, at 7:00 p.m. which will also include a cookie exchange.
Peggy Egolf relayed information from the Mayor’s office that because of the October snowstorm, West Park would not be receiving a Christmas Tree.  Natural ornaments were made and placed on bushes around the Gazebo.    She also reported a balance due for security for the Halloween party.  

John Sharp related that Director of Park & Recreation Greg “Weisel” would like to schedule information sharing meetings with neighborhood groups with regard to proposed bike lanes.  John also suggested that open skate periods at the hockey arena would benefit citizens.

Glenn closed the meeting at 8:00 p.m. when participants enjoyed refreshments.

