West Park Civic Association
Minutes

October 4, 2011

In attendance:  Tom Yuracka, Officer Jeff Rush, Pat Nicholson, Deb Feden, Oliver Graver, Marvin Wheeler, Nancy Jensen, Mary Ellen Koval, Ce-Ce Gerlach, Pat Ziegler, Merrily Starkey, Nancy Bahr, Tom Slonaker, Linda Adams-Bartholomew, Jeff Wetherhold, Glenn Neiman, Sandra Graves, John Shaupe, Scott Armstrong, Tom Slonaker

Glenn Neiman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Jeffrey Rush, Allentown Police Officer, introduced himself as the newly appointed liaison to the Association, gave his background information, suggested contact with telephone number 610-737-7741 for Gail Strauss, Youth Division, for truancy complaints and/or Allen High School or Raub Middle School matters.  Dismissals are now staggered in an effort to reduce problems.  

Jeff Wetherhold questioned discrepancy in inspection and registration stickers on cars.

Pat Ziegler questioned why a recovery house is not marked as such which is located at 127 N. 15th Street.

Officer Rush related break ins have been reduced with the start of school in September.  Michael Twining is the crime analyst located in the Public Safety Building.  The Allentown Police Department substation is manned at 1005 Hamilton Street with 100 + officers.  He recommended use of audible burglar alarms.   
Sandra Graves gave an update on the Halloween party on Friday, October 28.  Security is at a cost of $20 per hour from 7 – 9 p.m.  Children are to be accompanied by an adult.  She will be circulating flyers to local children.  She planned set up at approximately 6:00 p.m. and is looking for donations of decorations and candy for the children.

There was no treasurer’s report.

Nancy Jensen reported membership is down.

Deb Feden will prepare a newsletter in November, citing the tree lighting on the first Friday in December.

Tom Yuracka reported a successful Walk with the Mayor on October 3, lasting about two hours, mainly covering back alleys, with George Middlecamp, of Allentown Code Enforcement, and Tom Harper, the Sweep Officer.

Scott Armstrong stated that the church at 15th & Turner has been subdivided and services have been held in the annex.

Marvin Wheeler will apply to HARP for the opening created by Connie ______.

HARP’s meetings are held the first Monday of the month.

John Sharp made a presentation on proposed bike lanes to be created on Linden and Turner Streets.  A meeting will be held October 26 at City Hall with a visual presentation of the proposed bike lanes by Connecting Our Community.
The meeting closed at 8:45 p.m., but was followed by brief presentations from candidates Ce-Ce Gerlach (school board); Mary Ellen Koval (City Controller); and Tom Slonker (County Controller).

